
 

MCAS Sample Questions 
English Language Arts – Middle School Level 

 

Wachusett Regional School District 
July 2003 1 

 1 
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TTTTTTTT hhhhhhhh eeeeeeee         LLLLLLLL iiiiiiii oooooooo nnnnnnnn ’’’’’’’’ ssssssss         SSSSSSSS hhhhhhhh aaaaaaaa rrrrrrrr eeeeeeee         

                                                      bb yy   AA ee ss oo pp   
  

TThh ee   LL iioonn   ww eenn tt   oonn ccee--aa -- hh uunn tt iinn gg   aa lloonn gg   ww ii tt hh   tt hh ee   
FF ooxx ,,   tthh ee   JJ aa cckkaa ll ,,   aa nn dd   tt hhee   WW ooll ff ..   

TThh eeyy   hh uunn tteedd   aanndd   tt hh eeyy   hh uunn tt eedd   tt ii ll ll   aa tt   ll aa ss tt   tt hh eeyy   
ss uurr pp rr ii ss eedd   aa   ss tt aa gg ,,   aa nn dd   ss oooonn   tt ooookk   ii tt ss   ll ii ff ee ..   

TThh eenn   cc aa mmee   tt hh ee   qq uuee ss tt iioonn   hh ooww  tt hhee   ss pp ooii ll   ss hhoouu lldd   bbee   dd ii vv ii ddeedd ..   
““ QQ uuaa rr tt ee rr   mmee   tt hh ii ss   SS tt aa gg ,, ””   rr ooaa rr eedd   tthh ee   LL iioonn ;;   ss oo   tthh ee   oott hh ee rr   

aa nn iimmaa ll ss   ss kk iinn nn eedd   ii tt   aa nn dd   ccuutt   ii tt   iinn ttoo   ff oouurr   ppaa rr tt ss ..   
TThh eenn   tt hh ee   LL iioonn   ttooookk   hh ii ss   ss tt aann dd   ii nn   ff rr oonn tt   oo ff   tthh ee   ccaa rr cc aa ss ss   aa nn dd   

pp rr oonn oouunn cceedd   jj uuddggmmeenn tt ::   ““ TThh ee   ff ii rr ss tt   qq uuaa rr tt ee rr   ii ss   ff oorr   mmee   
ii nn   mmyy   ccaapp aa cc ii tt yy   aa ss   KK iinn gg   oo ff   BB eeaa ss tt ss ;;   tt hh ee   ss eeccoonn dd   ii ss   
mmiinn ee   aa ss   aa rr bb ii tt ee rr ;;   aa nn oott hh eerr   sshh aa rr ee   ccoommeess   tt oo   mmee   ff oorr   

mmyy   ppaa rr tt   ii nn   tt hh ee   cchh aa ss ee ;;   aa nn dd   aa ss   ff oorr   tt hh ee   ff oouurr tt hh   
qq uuaa rr tt ee rr ,,   ww ee ll ll ,,   ff oorr   tt hhaa tt   II   ss hh oouu lldd   ll ii kkee   tt oo   ss eeee   ww hh ii cchh   oo ff   

yy oouu   ww ii ll ll   ddaa rr ee   tt oo   ll aa yy   aa   ppaa ww   uupp oonn  ii tt .. ””   
““ HHuummpp hh ,, ””   gg rr uummbbll eedd   tt hh ee   FF ooxx   aa ss   hh ee   ww aa ll kkeedd   aa wwaa yy   ww ii tt hh   

hh ii ss   tt aa ii ll   bbee ttww eeeenn   hh ii ss   ll eegg ss ;;   bbuutt   hh ee   ss pp ookkee   ii nn   aa   llooww   ggrr ooww ll ,,   
““ YYoouu   mmaayy   bbee   ss hhaa rr ee   tt hh ee   ll aa bboouurr ss   oo ff   tt hh ee   gg rr eeaa tt ,,   

bbuutt   yy oouu   ww ii ll ll   nn oott   ss hhaa rr ee   tthh ee   sspp oo ii ll .. ””   
  
  

aa ..   WW hh aa tt   ll ee ss ss oo nn   dd ii dd   tt hh ee   ww oo ll ff ,,   jj aa cc kk aa ll ,,   aa nn dd   tt hh ee   ff oo xx   ll ee aa rr nn ??   
bb ..   DD ee ss cc rr ii bb ee   hh oo ww   tt hh ii ss   ll ee ss ss oo nn   mm ii gg hh tt   aa pp pp ll yy   tt oo   hh uu mm aa nn ss ..   
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HHaarrrr iiee tt   TTuubbmm aann  
by Mary L. Bushong 

  
 

Have you ever thought what it would be like to be a slave?  You would have to do 
whatever you were told and would have no time to play.  You would have to work even 
if you were tired or sick.  It would not be a happy life. 

Harriet Ross born in the state of Maryland in 1820.  Both of her parents were 
slaves.  A man who had a lumber plantation owned them, but he also rented out or sold 
his slaves to other people.  When Harriet was just five years old, he began renting her out 
to work in other people's homes.  Harriet did not like inside work and, even when they 
beat her, she refused to do it.  She wanted to be outside and worked very hard there, but 
her master thought she was very rebellious. 

One day when she was fifteen years old, she tried to help another slave who was to 
run away, but the overseer saw her.  (An overseer is a man who made sure the slaves did 
their work.)  He punished her by hitting her in the head with a lead weight, and it almost 
killed her.  She was in a coma for a while; it took months for her to recover.  For the rest 
of her life she suffered from blackouts. 

When Harriet was twenty-four years old, she was allowed to marry a freed black 
man named John Tubman, but she was still a slave.  When her owner died a few years 
later, a notice was put up saying that the plantation and the slaves were to be sold. 
Harriet was afraid she would be sold to a plantation in the Deep South where she could 
never escape, so she decided to leave that very night.  She knew her husband would 
betray her, so she told him nothing. 

A kind neighbor gave her the name of a person in the next town.  With the help of 
many of these contacts, she made it over the Mason-Dixon Line.  (That is the line that 
divided the northern states from the southern states.)  These contacts were part of the 
Underground Railroad.  It was called underground, because it was a secret. It was called 
a railroad, because it helped move slaves through many stops across the country where 
they could be free. 

Harriet worked and made plans to rescue her family.  The next year she rescued 
her sister's family, and the year after that, helped her brothers move north.  Finally, she 
was able to move her parents to Auburn, NY. 
 

aa ..   HH aa rr rr ii ee tt   TT uu bb mm aa nn   ii ss   cc oo nn ss ii dd ee rr ee dd   tt oo   bb ee   aa nn   ii nn ss pp ii rr aa tt ii oo nn   tt oo   mm aa nn yy   pp ee oo pp ll ee ..       
bb ..   UU ss ii nn gg   ss pp ee cc ii ff ii cc   dd ee tt aa ii ll ss   ff rr oo mm   tt hh ee   ss ee ll ee cc tt ii oo nn ,,   dd ee ss cc rr ii bb ee   ww hh aa tt   mm aa dd ee   HH aa rr rr ii ee tt     

ss uu cc hh   aa nn   ii nn ss pp ii rr aa tt ii oo nn aa ll   ww oo mm aa nn ..     
 
Submitted by: Erin Kiley 
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aa ..   EE xx pp ll aa ii nn   ww hh aa tt   aa   ff ll aa ss hh bb aa cc kk   ii ss   ii nn   aa   ll ii tt ee rr aa rr yy   ww oo rr kk ..   
bb ..   TT ee ll ll   tt hh ee   pp uu rr pp oo ss ee   ii tt   ss ee rr vv ee ss   ii nn   aa   ss tt oo rr yy ..       
cc ..   PP rr oo vv ii dd ee   aa nn dd   ee xx aa mm pp ll ee   ff rr oo mm   ll ii tt ee rr aa tt uu rr ee   oo ff   aa   ss tt oo rr yy   ww ii tt hh   aa   

ff ll aa ss hh bb aa cc kk ..       
dd ..   TT ee ll ll   ww hh aa tt   tt hh ee   ff ll aa ss hh bb aa cc kk   ee vv ee nn tt   ww aa ss   aa nn dd   ww hh aa tt   pp uu rr pp oo ss ee   ii tt   ss ee rr vv ee dd   

ii nn   tt hh ee   ss tt oo rr yy   (( NN oo tt ee   tt hh aa tt   tt hh ee   ll ii tt ee rr aa rr yy   dd ee vv ii cc ee   oo ff   aa   ff ll aa ss hh bb aa cc kk   cc aa nn   
bb ee   rr ee pp ll aa cc ee dd   ww ii tt hh   oo tt hh ee rr   ll ii tt ee rr aa rr yy   dd ee vv ii cc ee ss   ss uu cc hh   aa ss   ii rr oo nn yy ,,   
pp ee rr ss oo nn ii ff ii cc aa tt ii oo nn ,,   ee tt cc .. )) ..   
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  RR ee aa dd   tt hh ee   ff oo ll ll oo ww ii nn gg   pp oo ee mm   ww rr ii tt tt ee nn   bb yy   RR oo bb ee rr tt   FF rr oo ss tt   aa nn dd   aa nn ss ww ee rr   tt hh ee     
  qq uu ee ss tt ii oo nn ss   bb ee ll oo ww ..       
  
  

The Road Not TakenThe Road Not TakenThe Road Not TakenThe Road Not Taken    
 

Two roads  diverged in  a  yel low wood ,Two roads  diverged in  a  yel low wood ,Two roads  diverged in  a  yel low wood ,Two roads  diverged in  a  yel low wood ,     
And sorry I could  not  travel  bo thAnd sorry I could  not  travel  bo thAnd sorry I could  not  travel  bo thAnd sorry I could  not  travel  bo th     
And be one traveler ,  long  I s toodAnd be one traveler ,  long  I s toodAnd be one traveler ,  long  I s toodAnd be one traveler ,  long  I s tood     

And looked down one as  far  as  I couldAnd looked down one as  far  as  I couldAnd looked down one as  far  as  I couldAnd looked down one as  far  as  I could     
To  where i t  bent  in  the undergrowth .To where i t  bent  in  the undergrowth .To where i t  bent  in  the undergrowth .To where i t  bent  in  the undergrowth .     

 
The tool  the  o ther ,  jus t  as  fa ir ,The tool  the  o ther ,  jus t  as  fa ir ,The tool  the  o ther ,  jus t  as  fa ir ,The tool  the  o ther ,  jus t  as  fa ir ,     

And having And having And having And having  perhaps  t he bet ter  cla im,perhaps  t he bet ter  cla im,perhaps  t he bet ter  cla im,perhaps  t he bet ter  cla im,     
Because i t  was grassy and wanted wear ,Because i t  was grassy and wanted wear ,Because i t  was grassy and wanted wear ,Because i t  was grassy and wanted wear ,     

Though as  for  that  the pass ing  thereThough as  for  that  the pass ing  thereThough as  for  that  the pass ing  thereThough as  for  that  the pass ing  there     
Had worn them real ly about  t he same.Had worn them real ly about  t he same.Had worn them real ly about  t he same.Had worn them real ly about  t he same.     

    
And both  that  morning equal ly layAnd both  that  morning equal ly layAnd both  that  morning equal ly layAnd both  that  morning equal ly lay     

In  leaves  no  s tep had trodden back .In leaves  no  s tep had trodden back .In leaves  no  s tep had trodden back .In leaves  no  s tep had trodden back .     
Oh,  I kept  the f irs t  for  another  day!Oh,  I kept  the f irs t  for  another  day!Oh,  I kept  the f irs t  for  another  day!Oh,  I kept  the f irs t  for  another  day!     

Yet  knowYet  knowYet  knowYet knowing how way leads  on to  way,ing how way leads  on to  way ,ing how way leads  on to  way ,ing how way leads  on to  way ,     
I doubted i f  I should ever  come back .I doubted i f  I should ever  come back .I doubted i f  I should ever  come back .I doubted i f  I should ever  come back .     

    
I shal l  be  tel l ing  thi s  with a  s ighI shal l  be  tel l ing  thi s  with a  s ighI shal l  be  tel l ing  thi s  with a  s ighI shal l  be  tel l ing  thi s  with a  s igh     
Somewhere  ages  and ages  hence :Somewhere  ages  and ages  hence :Somewhere  ages  and ages  hence :Somewhere  ages  and ages  hence :     

Two roads  diverged in  a  wood ,  and I Two roads  diverged in  a  wood ,  and I Two roads  diverged in  a  wood ,  and I Two roads  diverged in  a  wood ,  and I - 
I took the  one l ess  traveled by .I took the  one l ess  traveled by .I took the  one l ess  traveled by .I took the  one l ess  traveled by .     

And that  has  made al l  the  d if ference .And that  has  made al l  the  d if ference .And that  has  made al l  the  d if ference .And that  has  made al l  the  d if ference .     

 
 

aa ..   DD ii ss cc uu ss ss   tt hh ee   ll ee ss ss oo nn   RR oo bb ee rr tt   FF rr oo ss tt   ii nn tt ee nn dd ee dd   tt oo   ii ll ll uu ss tt rr aa tt ee   ii nn   tt hh ii ss   
pp oo ee mm ..       

bb ..   TT ee ll ll   aa bb oo uu tt   aa   rr ee aa ll -- ll ii ff ee   ss ii tt uu aa tt ii oo nn   ww hh ee rr ee   tt hh ii ss   ll ee ss ss oo nn   mm aa yy   bb ee   
vv aa ll uu aa bb ll ee ..   

 
Submitted by: Karen Patterson 
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RR ee aa dd   tt hh ee   ff oo ll ll oo ww ii nn gg   pp oo ee mm   bb yy   MM aa yy aa   AA nn gg ee ll oo uu   aa nn dd   aa nn ss ww ee rr   
tt hh ee   qq uu ee ss tt ii oo nn   bb ee ll oo ww ..   

 

The Caged BirdThe Caged BirdThe Caged BirdThe Caged Bird    
    

A free bird leaps on the back of the wind 
and floats downstream 
till the current ends 
and dips his wing 

in the orange sun rays 
and dares to claim the sky 

    
but a bird that stalks 
down his narrow cage 
can seldom see through 

his bars of rage 
his wings are clipped and 

his feet are tied 
so he opens his throat to sing. 

 
The caged bird sings 
with a fearful trill 
of things unknown 
but longed for still 

and his tune is heard 
on the distant hill 
for the caged bird 
sings of freedom. 

    

 
The free bird thinks of another breeze 
and the trade winds soft through the 

sighing trees 
and the fat works waiting on a 

dawn-bright lawn 
and he names the morning sky his own 

 
but  a caged bird stands on the grave of 

dreams 
his shadow shouts on a nightmare 

scream 
his wings are clipped and his feed are 

tied 
so he opens his throat to sing. 

 
The caged bird sings 
with a fearful trill 
of things unknown 
but longed for still 

and his tune is heard 
on the distant hill 
for the caged bird 
sings of freedom. 

 
 

aa ..   CC oo mm pp aa rr ee   yy oo uu rr   pp ee rr ss oo nn aa ll   qq uu aa ll ii tt ii ee ss   tt oo   tt hh oo ss ee   oo ff   ee ii tt hh ee rr   tt hh ee     
““ cc aa gg ee dd   bb ii rr dd ””   oo ff   tt hh ee   ““ ff rr ee ee   bb ii rr dd .. ””   

bb ..   GG ii vv ee   ss pp ee cc ii ff ii cc   ee xx aa mm pp ll ee ss   ff rr oo mm   tt hh ee   pp oo ee mm   aa nn dd   rr ee ll aa tt ee   tt hh ee mm   tt oo     
yy oo uu rr   qq uu aa ll ii tt ii ee ss   aa nn dd // oo rr   ee xx pp ee rr ii ee nn cc ee ss ..   

 
Submitted by: Karen Patterson 
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RR ee aa dd   tt hh ee   ss ee cc tt ii oo nn   bb ee ll oo ww   aa nn dd   aa nn ss ww ee rr   tt hh ee   qq uu ee ss tt ii oo nn   tt hh aa tt   ff oo ll ll oo ww ss ..   
 

What they don’t understand about birthdays and what they 
ever tell you is that when you’re eleven, you’re also ten, and  
nine, and eight, and seven, and six, and five, and four, and three,  
and two, and one.  And when you wake up on your eleventh birthday  
you expect to feel eleven, but you don’t.  You open your eyes and  
everything’s just like yesterday, only it’s today.  And you don’t feel  
eleven at all.  You feel like you’re still ten.  And you are – underneath  
the year that makes you eleven. 
 
      taken from ElevenElevenElevenEleven by Sandra Cisneros 
 

aa ..   EE xx pp ll aa ii nn   ww hh aa tt   tt hh ee   aa uu tt hh oo rr   ii ss   tt ee ll ll ii nn gg   tt hh ee   rr ee aa dd ee rr   aa bb oo uu tt   bb ii rr tt hh dd aa yy ss   hh ee rr ee ..       
b. AA dd dd rr ee ss ss   bb oo tt hh   oo ff   tt hh ee   ii ss ss uu ee ss   ss hh ee   ii ss   tt aa ll kk ii nn gg   aa bb oo uu tt   ii nn   rr ee ll aa tt ii oo nn   tt oo   

bb ii rr tt hh dd aa yy ss ..  
 
    RR ee aa dd   tt hh ee   ss ee ll ee cc tt ii oo nn   bb ee ll oo ww   aa nn dd   aa nn ss ww ee rr   tt hh ee   qq uu ee ss tt ii oo nn   tt hh aa tt   ff oo ll ll oo ww ss ..   
 
Because the way you grow old is kind of like an onion or like the  
rings inside of a tree trunk or like my little wooden dolls that fit  
one inside the other, each year inside the next one.  That’s how  
being eleven years old is. 
 
      taken from ElevenElevenElevenEleven by Sandra Cisneros 
 

aa ..   NN aa mm ee   tt hh ee   ll ii tt ee rr aa rr yy   dd ee vv ii cc ee   tt hh aa tt   ii ss   uu ss ee dd   hh ee rr ee   tt oo   mm aa kk ee   aa   
cc oo mm pp aa rr ii ss oo nn   bb ee tt ww ee ee nn   bb ii rr tt hh dd aa yy ss   aa nn dd   rr ii nn gg ss   ii nn ss ii dd ee   aa nn     
oo nn ii oo nn   oo rr   aa   tt rr ee ee   tt rr uu nn kk   aa nn dd   tt hh ee   ll ii tt tt ll ee   ww oo oo dd ee nn   dd oo ll ll ss   tt hh aa tt     
ff ii tt   oo nn ee   ii nn ss ii dd ee   tt hh ee   oo tt hh ee rr ..       

bb ..   PP rr oo vv ii dd ee   tt hh ee   dd ee ff ii nn ii tt ii oo nn   oo ff   tt hh aa tt   ll ii tt ee rr aa rr yy   dd ee vv ii cc ee ..       
c. EE xx pp ll aa ii nn   bb oo tt hh   cc oo mm pp aa rr ii ss oo nn ss ..  

 
Questions 6 - 7 submitted by: Karen Patterson 
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RR ee aa dd   tt hh ee   ss ee ll ee cc tt ii oo nn   bb ee ll oo ww   aa nn dd   aa nn ss ww ee rr   tt hh ee   qq uu ee ss tt ii oo nn   tt hh aa tt   ff oo ll ll oo ww ss ..   
 
 It was that time of year again.  Ito, the strawberry 
sharecropper, did not smile.  I was natural.  The peak of strawberry 
season was over and the last few days the workers, most of the 
braceros, were not picking as many boxes as they had during the 
months of June and July. 
 As the last days of August disappeared, so did the number of 
braceros.  Sunday, only On – the best picker – came to work.  I liked 
him.  Sometimes we talked our half-hour lunch break.  That is how I 
found out he was from Jalisco, the same state in Mexico my family 
was from. That was the last time I saw him. 
 When the sun had tired and sunk behind the mountains, Ito 
signaled us that it was time to go home.  “Ya esora <It’s time>,” he 
yelled in his broken Spanish.  Those were the words I waited for 
twelve hours a day, every day, seven days a week, week after week.  
And the thought of not hearing them again saddened me. 
 As we drove home Papa did not say a word.  With both hands 
on the wheel, he stared straight at the road.  My older brother, 
Roberto, was also silent.  He leaned his head back and closed his eyes.  
Once in a while he cleared from his throat the dust that blew in from 
outside. 
 Yes, it was that time of year.  When I opened the front door to 
the shack I stopped.  Everything we owned was neatly packed in 
cardboard boxes.  Suddenly I felt even more the weight of hours, 
days, weeks, and months of work.  I sat down on a box.  The thought 
of having to move to Fresno and knowing what was in store for me 
there brought tears to my eyes. 
 

     from The Circuit The Circuit The Circuit The Circuit by Fransisco Jiminez 
 

NN oo tt ii cc ee   tt hh ee   pp hh rr aa ss ee   ““ ii tt   ww aa ss   tt hh aa tt   tt ii mm ee   oo ff   yy ee aa rr ””   ii ss   rr ee pp ee aa tt ee dd     
ii nn   tt hh ii ss   ss ee ll ee cc tt ii oo nn ..       
  

aa ..   EE xx pp ll aa ii nn   ww hh aa tt   pp uu rr pp oo ss ee   tt hh ii ss   rr ee pp ee tt ii tt ii oo nn   ss ee rr vv ee ss ..       
b. TT ee ll ll   ww hh aa tt   ii tt   ii nn dd ii cc aa tt ee ss   aa bb oo uu tt   tt hh ee   nn aa rr rr aa tt oo rr ’’ ss   aa tt tt ii tt uu dd ee     

tt oo ww aa rr dd ss   tt hh ee   ss ii tt uu aa tt ii oo nn   hh ee   ii ss   ii nn   cc uu rr rr ee nn tt ll yy ..  
Submitted by: Karen Patterson 
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                          RR ee aa dd   tt hh ee   ff oo ll ll oo ww ii nn gg   pp oo ee mm   bb yy   CC aa rr ll   SS aa nn dd bb uu rr gg   aa nn dd   aa nn ss ww ee rr   tt hh ee     
                                qq uu ee ss tt ii oo nn   bb ee ll oo ww ..   
 

Arithmetic 
 

Arithmetic is where numbers fly like pigeons in and out of your head. 
Arithmetic tells you how many your lose or win if you know how  

many you had before you lost or won. 
Arithmetic is seven eleven all good children go to heaven –  

or five six bundles of sticks. 
Arithmetic is numbers you squeeze from your head to your hand to 

your pencil to your paper until you get the answer. 
Arithmetic is where the answer is right and everything is nice so you 

can look out of the window and see the blue sky – or the answer is 
wrong and you have to start all over and try again 

and see how it comes out this time. 
If you take a number and double it and double it again and then 
double it a few more times, the number gets bigger and bigger and 

goes higher and higher and only arithmetic can tell you 
what the number is when you decide to quit doubling. 

Arithmetic is where you have to multiply – and carry the 
multiplication table in your head and hope 

you won’t lose it. 
If you have two animal crackers, one good and one bad, and 
you eat one and a striped zebra with streaks all over him eats 

the other, how many animal crackers will you have if  
somebody offers you five six seven and you say  

No no no and you say Nix nix nix? 
If you ask your mother for one fried egg for breakfast and she gives 

you two fried eggs and you eat both of them, who is better in 
arithmetic, you or your mother? 

 

aa ..   DD ee ss cc rr ii bb ee   tt hh ee   pp oo ee tt ’’ ss   aa tt tt ii tt uu dd ee   tt oo ww aa rr dd ss   aa rr ii tt hh mm ee tt ii cc ..       
bb ..   UU ss ee   ss pp ee cc ii ff ii cc   ee xx aa mm pp ll ee ss   ff rr oo mm   tt hh ee   pp oo ee mm   tt oo   ss uu pp pp oo rr tt   yy oo uu rr   aa nn ss ww ee rr ..   

Submitted by: Karen Patterson 
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                 RR ee aa dd   tt hh ee   ff oo ll ll oo ww ii nn gg   pp oo ee mm   bb yy   EE mm ii ll yy   DD ii cc kk ee nn ss oo nn   aa nn dd   aa nn ss ww ee rr   tt hh ee     
                    qq uu ee ss tt ii oo nn   bb ee ll oo ww ..   
 
 

How soft a Caterpillar steps –  
 

How soft a Caterpillar steps –  
I find one on my Hand 

From such a velvet world it comes 
Such plushes at command 

Its soundless travels just arrest 
My slow – terrestrial eye 

Intent upon its own career 
What use has it for me –  

  
  

aa ..   DD ee ss cc rr ii bb ee   tt hh ee   ii mm aa gg ee   cc rr ee aa tt ee dd   bb yy   tt hh ee   ww oo rr dd   ““ vv ee ll vv ee tt ””     
ii nn   tt hh ii ss   pp oo ee mm ..       

bb ..   EE xx pp ll aa ii nn   ww hh yy   EE mm ii ll yy   DD ii cc kk ee nn ss oo nn   dd ee ss cc rr ii bb ee ss   tt hh ee   CC aa tt ee rr pp ii ll ll aa rr ’’ ss     
ww oo rr ll dd   aa ss   ““ vv ee ll vv ee tt .. ””   

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
Submitted by: Karen Patterson 
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                      RR ee aa dd   tt hh ee   ff oo ll ll oo ww ii nn gg   aa nn oo nn yy mm oo uu ss ll yy -- ww rr ii tt tt ee nn   ll ii mm ee rr ii cc kk   aa nn dd   aa nn ss ww ee rr     

        tt hh ee   qq uu ee ss tt ii oo nn   bb ee ll oo ww   
  
 

    

Two LimericksTwo LimericksTwo LimericksTwo Limericks    
 

A flea and a fly in the flue 
Were caught, so what could they do? 

Said the fly, “Let us flee.” 
So they flew through the flaw in the flute. 

 
 

There was a young fellow named Hall. 
Who fell in the spring and in the fall; 

‘Twould have been a sad thing 
If he’d died in the spring, 

But he couldn’t – he died in the fall. 
 
 
 

aa ..   EE xx pp ll aa ii nn   tt hh ee   ss oo uu rr cc ee   oo ff   tt hh ee   hh uu mm oo rr   ii nn   ee aa cc hh   ll ii mm ee rr ii cc kk   aa bb oo vv ee ..       
bb ..   UU ss ee   ss pp ee cc ii ff ii cc   ee xx aa mm pp ll ee ss   ff rr oo mm   tt hh ee   pp oo ee mm ss   tt oo   ss uu pp pp oo rr tt   yy oo uu rr   aa nn ss ww ee rr ..   

  
  
  
  
  
  

Submitted by: Karen Patterson 
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As I Lay Awake 
                                           Author Unknown 

 
All of my senses are met by the morning 
As I lay awake breathing in a new day, 

Here by the window I opened last evening, 
How the world changed while I drifted away. 

Darkness is gone, though it seemed it would never; 
Sunlight is smiling and nature survives. 

I can believe that we all live forever 
When I observe how the morning arrives. 

Birds sing their concert and children are playing; 
Flowers have scented the air and it’s free; 
Life is renewed and it seems to be saying 
There is a place in its promise for me. 

There are some times in our lives when we savor 
Being a part of a much larger plan. 

Life is a feast and we each add a flavor; 
I’ll make it better, believing I can. 

 
  
  

TT hh ee   ww oo rr ll dd   aa rr oo uu nn dd   uu ss   aa ff ff ee cc tt ss   uu ss   tt hh rr oo uu gg hh   oo uu rr   ss ee nn ss ee ss ..       
  

aa ..   GG ii vv ee   ss oo mm ee   ee xx aa mm pp ll ee ss   oo ff   tt hh ii ss   ff rr oo mm   tt hh ee   pp oo ee mm ..       
bb ..   CC ii tt ee   ss pp ee cc ii ff ii cc   ww oo rr dd ss   oo rr   pp hh rr aa ss ee ss   ff rr oo mm   tt hh ee   pp aa ss ss aa gg ee   tt hh aa tt   ii nn dd ii cc aa tt ee     

hh oo ww   tt hh ee   aa uu tt hh oo rr   ff ee ee ll ss   aa bb oo uu tt   bb ee ii nn gg   aa ll ii vv ee ..   
  

 
 
Submitted by: Erin Kiley 
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 Sitting across the room from one another 
on the wooden benches of the old-fashioned 
train, Elizabeth and Sarah exchanged glances and 
tried feebly to smile.  The train was slowing 
down for the next station, a small town that 
straddled the border.  It came to a halt with a 
whooshing sigh.  The sisters sat silently, waiting 
with pretended patience for the border officials 
to make their way through the crowded aisles 
and passages.  Sarah’s foot jiggled, as if it were 
controlled by a separate motor of its own.  
Elizabeth stared ahead stoically, a fixed smile on 
her face.  Her only movement was a slightly 
twitching eye; it blinked rather innocently, as if it contained a fleck of dust. 
  Finally the official came around to their seats.  He was fat, elaborately 
dressed, and had an authoritative strut.  He swelled out of his chest, and in a 
mockingly formal voice he asked for their papers – almost as if he were addressing 
royalty.  Tossing her head and flashing him a winning smile, Elizabeth handed over 
her passport and visa.  Out of the corner of her eye, she noticed that Sarah had 
frozen.  She seemed to be trying to keep herself from visibly quaking.  Casually, 
Elizabeth drew Sarah’s papers out of her white, clenched hands and gave them to 
the official.  He received them with a grunt and snarled, “Do you ladies have 
anything to declare?” 

 
AA uu tt hh oo rr ss   ss oo mm ee tt ii mm ee ss   cc hh oo oo ss ee   tt oo   ii nn dd ii rr ee cc tt ll yy   ii nn ff oo rr mm   rr ee aa dd ee rr ss   aa bb oo uu tt   aa   cc hh aa rr aa cc tt ee rr ’’ ss   
pp ee rr ss oo nn aa ll ii tt yy   oo rr   ff ee ee ll ii nn gg ss   tt hh rr oo uu gg hh   tt hh ee   cc hh aa rr aa cc tt ee rr ’’ ss   tt hh oo uu gg hh tt ss ,,   aa cc tt ii oo nn ss ,,   aa nn dd   
rr ee aa cc tt ii oo nn ss ..   
  
aa ..   CC oo mm pp aa rr ee   aa nn dd   cc oo nn tt rr aa ss tt   hh oo ww   ee aa cc hh   ww oo mm aa nn   ww aa ss   ff ee ee ll ii nn gg ,,   aa nn dd   ii ll ll uu ss tt rr aa tt ee   tt hh ii ss   

bb yy   uu ss ii nn gg   ss pp ee cc ii ff ii cc   ww oo rr dd ss   oo rr   pp hh rr aa ss ee ss   ff rr oo mm   tt hh ee   ss ee ll ee cc tt ii oo nn ..   
bb ..   DD ee ss cc rr ii bb ee   tt hh ee   kk ii nn dd   oo ff   pp ee rr ss oo nn   tt hh ee   bb oo rr dd ee rr   oo ff ff ii cc ii aa ll   ww aa ss ,,   aa nn dd   cc ii tt ee   tt hh ee   ww oo rr dd ss   

oo rr   pp hh rr aa ss ee ss   tt hh aa tt   ll ee dd   yy oo uu   tt oo   tt hh ii ss   cc oo nn cc ll uu ss ii oo nn ..   
 

Submitted by: Erin Kiley 
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From a Railway Carriage 
 
 

Faster than fairies, faster than witches, 
Bridges and houses, hedges and ditches; 
And charging along like troops in a battle 

All through the meadows the horses and cattle: 
All of the sights of the hill and the plain 

Fly as thick as driving rain; 
And ever again, in the wink of an eye, 

Painted stations whistle by. 
Here is a child who clambers and scrambles, 

All by himself and gathering brambles; 
Hers is a tramp who stands and gazes; 

And here is the green for stringing the daisies! 
Her is a cart runaway in the road 

Lumping along with man and load; 
And here is a mill, and there is a river: 

Each a glimpse and gone forever! 
 

                                        R.L. Stevenson 
 
 

II nn   tt hh ii ss   pp oo ee mm ,,   tt hh ee   aa uu tt hh oo rr   uu ss ee ss   ww oo rr dd ss   tt oo   ii ll ll uu ss tt rr aa tt ee   tt hh ee   ff ee ee ll ii nn gg   oo ff   ss pp ee ee dd ..       
  
••   GG ii vv ee   ss pp ee cc ii ff ii cc   ee xx aa mm pp ll ee ss   oo ff   ss oo mm ee   oo ff   tt hh ee   ww oo rr dd ss   tt hh aa tt   tt hh ee   aa uu tt hh oo rr     

uu ss ee ss   tt oo   cc rr ee aa tt ee   ss uu cc hh   aa nn   ii mm pp rr ee ss ss ii oo nn ..   
 

Submitted by: Erin Kiley 
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                EE xx pp ll aa ii nn   tt hh ee   mm oo oo dd   oo ff   tt hh ii ss   ss ee ll ee cc tt ii oo nn   aa nn dd   ll ii ss tt   tt hh ee   ss pp ee cc ii ff ii cc   dd ee tt aa ii ll ss   tt hh ee   
      aa uu tt hh oo rr   uu ss ee ss   tt oo   tt hh ii ss   mm oo oo dd ..   
 
 

The Cask of AmontilladoThe Cask of AmontilladoThe Cask of AmontilladoThe Cask of Amontillado    
                                                                 by Edgar Allen Poe 

 
 

It was about dusk, one evening during the supreme 
madness of the carnival season, 
that I encountered my friend. 

He accosted me with excessive warmth,  
for he had been drinking too much.   

The man wore motley. 
He had on a tight-fitting parti-striped dress,  

and his head was surmounted  
by the comical cap and bells. 

I was so pleased to see him that I thought  
I should never have done wringing his hand. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Submitted by: Erin Kiley 
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“Shall I Compare Thee to a Summer’s Day?”“Shall I Compare Thee to a Summer’s Day?”“Shall I Compare Thee to a Summer’s Day?”“Shall I Compare Thee to a Summer’s Day?” 
                                                                                                                                  by William Shakespeare 

 
 

Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day? 
Thou are more lovely and more temperate: 

Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May, 
And summer’s lease hath all too short a date: 

Sometimes too hot the eye of heaven shines, 
And often is his gold complexion dimm’d, 

And every fair from fair sometimes declines, 
By chance or nature’s changing course untrimm’d: 

But they eternal summer shall not fade, 
Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow’st, 

Nor shall Death brag thou wand’rest in his shade, 
When in eternal lines to time thou grow’st. 
So long as men can breathe or eyes can see, 
So long lives this, and this gives life to thee. 

 
 
 

aa ..   EE xx pp ll aa ii nn   tt hh ee   mm ee tt aa pp hh oo rr   ii nn   tt hh ii ss   ss oo nn nn ee tt ..   
bb ..   DD ee ss cc rr ii bb ee   tt hh ee   tt ww oo   tt hh ii nn gg ss   tt hh aa tt   aa rr ee   bb ee ii nn gg   cc oo mm pp aa rr ee dd ..   

 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by: Erin Kiley 

 16 



 

MCAS Sample Questions 
English Language Arts – Middle School Level 

 

Wachusett Regional School District 
July 2003 16 

 
 

O Captain! My Captain!O Captain! My Captain!O Captain! My Captain!O Captain! My Captain!    
                                                                                                                         by Walt Whitman 

 

O Captain! my Captain! our fearful trip is done, 
The ship has weathered every rack, the prize we sought is won, 

The port is near, the bells I hear, the people all exulting, 
While follow eyes the steady keel, the vessel grim and daring; 

But O heart! heart! heart! 
O the bleeding drops of red, 

Where on the deck my Captain lies, 
Fallen cold and dead. 

Oh Captain! my Captain! rise up and hear the bells; 
Rise up -- for you the flag is flung -- for you the bugle trills, 

For you bouquets the ribboned wreaths -- for you the shores a -- crowding 
For you they call, the swaying mass, their eager faces turning; 

Here Captain! dear father! 
This arm beneath your head! 

It is some dream that on the deck 
You’ve fallen cold and dead. 

My Captain does not answer, his lips are pale and still, 
My father does not feel my arm, he has no pulse or will, 

The ship is anchored safe and sound, it’s voyage is closed and done, 
From fearful trip the victor ship comes in with object won; 

Exult O shores, and ring O bells! 
But I, with mournful tread, 

Walk the deck my Captain lies, 
Fallen cold and Dead. 

 

 

II nn   tt hh ii ss   pp oo ee mm   tt hh ee   aa uu tt hh oo rr   ii ss   cc oo mm pp aa rr ii nn gg   tt hh ee   dd ee aa tt hh   oo ff   aa   ss hh ii pp   cc aa pp tt aa ii nn   tt oo   tt hh ee   dd ee aa tt hh   
oo ff   pp rr ee ss ii dd ee nn tt   AA bb rr aa hh aa mm   LL ii nn cc oo ll nn ..     HH ee   ii ss   uu ss ii nn gg   aa   ss hh ii pp   aa ss   aa   mm ee tt aa pp hh oo rr   ff oo rr   tt hh ee   UU nn ii tt ee dd   
SS tt aa tt ee ss ,,   aa nn dd   tt hh ee   ss hh ii pp ’’ ss   cc aa pp tt aa ii nn   ss ee rr vv ee ss   aa ss   aa   mm ee tt aa pp hh oo rr   ff oo rr   tt hh ee   ll ee aa dd ee rr   oo ff   aa   cc oo uu nn tt rr yy ..   

aa ..   WW hh aa tt   ii ss   tt hh ee   mm ee tt aa pp hh oo rr   ff oo rr   tt hh ee   CC ii vv ii ll   WW aa rr   ii nn   tt hh ii ss   pp oo ee mm ??   
bb ..   LL ii ss tt   tt hh ee   dd ee tt aa ii ll ss   ff rr oo mm   tt hh ee   pp oo ee mm   tt hh aa tt   ll ee dd   yy oo uu   tt oo   tt hh ii ss   cc oo nn cc ll uu ss ii oo nn ..   

 
 

Submitted by: Erin Kiley 
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                            Excerpt from: 

Crash 
                                                                  by Jerry Spinelli 

 
 happened in English today.  A couple of weeks ago we got an assignment: 
Write an essay about someone you know.  Tell what that person means to you. 
 I wrote about Scooter.  Not about the stroke and rehab and all, just the 
good stuff.  I told about his great cooking and the stories in bed and how he came 
to all my games, even in the rain. 
 The papers were due today.  When I got to class, Webb was already 
there wearing the old PEACE button.  Deluca was there.  I took my seat.  Webb 
got up to talk to the teacher.  As soon as that happened, Mike went to Webb’s 
desk, and snatched some stapled sheets of paper from it.  Probably Webb’s essay, 
I figured.  On the way back to his desk, he crumpled it into a ball.  When Webb 
got back, he saw right away what happened.  He started looking around 
frantically for his essay – under his desk, in his books.  Kids were giggling.  
Suddenly, while Webb’s back was to him, Mike turned and whipped the paper ball 
to me.  I never didn’t catch a ball that was thrown to me in my life.  I caught it.  
The bell rang, everybody settled down, and the class started.  The teacher didn’t 
ask for the essays right away.  As the period went on, I got more and more 
curious about Webb’s paper.  Finally, as quiet as I could, I uncrumpled it.  I 
flattened it against my desktop, shielded it with my book, and read: 

 
 

 One of the most important people to me is my great-grandfather, Henry 
Wilhide Webb III.  I feel very fortunate and blessed to have a great-grandfather, but 
he is more than that to me.  He is 93 years old.  It is hard to believe that someone 
who is 80 years older than I can understand how I feel, but he can.  He is my best 
friend. 

 18 
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 Henry Wilhide Webb III gave me my first name.  In the year 1919 he ran 
for his college track team in the famous Penn Relays.  Shortly after that, he traveled 
west to the state of North Dakota, and he settled there and raised a family.  But he 
never forgot that day at the Penn Relays.  When I was born, my mother told him 
that he could name his grandson.  He named him Penn.  That was me. 
 We moved to Pennsylvania seven years ago.  I have only seen him once since 
then.  I miss him very much.  Most of all, I miss the stories that he used to tell me 
about the old days.  Sometimes he makes me sad when he says that he feels himself 
disappearing like the prairie.  My great-grandfather is coming to visit us for two weeks 
in April.  He is coming then because that is when the Penn Relays take place.  He 
says he wants to see them one last time.  I do not believe he knows that middle schools 
and even grade schools now compete in the Relays.  I believe the best gift I can give 
my great-grandfather would be for him to see me run in the Penn Relays.  That is 
why I have been practicing my running every night. 
 
 
The teacher called for papers.  I passed mine in.  The bell rang.  Everybody packed 
up.  Webb took a last look around his desk.  While everybody else headed for the 
door, he headed for the teacher.  I intercepted him.  I stuck the essay in his hand.  
“I found it,” I said.  “It’s wrinkled, but it’s okay.”  He was gaping at me like a hooked 
fish as I went out the door.  Track sign-ups are tomorrow. 
 
 

aa ..   WW hh aa tt   ii ss   WW ee bb bb ’’ ss   rr ee aa cc tt ii oo nn   tt oo   hh ii ss   gg rr ee aa tt -- gg rr aa nn dd ff aa tt hh ee rr   ss aa yy ii nn gg     
tt hh aa tt   hh ee   ff ee ee ll ss   hh ii mm ss ee ll ff   dd ii ss aa pp pp ee aa rr ii nn gg   ll ii kk ee   tt hh ee   pp rr aa ii rr ii ee ..   

bb ..   WW hh yy   dd oo ee ss   hh ee   rr ee aa cc tt   tt hh ii ss   ww aa yy ??   
cc ..   WW hh aa tt   dd oo ee ss   ii tt   mm ee aa nn   tt oo   dd ii ss aa pp pp ee aa rr   ll ii kk ee   aa   pp rr aa ii rr ii ee ??   

 
 

Submitted by: Erin Kiley 
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Song of Orpheus 
From King Henry VIII 

                                                                                    by Willian Shakespeare 
 

Orpheus with his lute made trees, 
And the mountain tops that freeze 
Bow themselves when he did sing: 
To his music plants and flowers 
Ever spring: as sun and showers 
There had made a lasting spring 

 
Every thing that heard him play, 

Even billows of sea, 
Hung their heads, and then lay by. 

 
In sweet music such is art, 

Killing care and grief or heart 
Fall asleep, or hearing, die. 

 
 
 

II nn   tt hh ii ss   mm yy tt hh oo ll oo gg ii cc aa ll   pp oo ee mm ,,   mm uu ss ii cc   aa ff ff ee cc tt ee dd   tt hh ee   ff ll oo ww ee rr ss   aa nn dd   pp ll aa nn tt ss ..   
  

aa ..   EE xx pp ll aa ii nn   tt hh ii ss   ee ff ff ee cc tt ,,   aa nn dd   uu ss ee   ss pp ee cc ii ff ii cc   ee xx aa mm pp ll ee ss   aa ss   tt oo   hh oo ww   tt hh ee   mm uu ss ii cc   
aa ff ff ee cc tt ee dd   tt hh ee   ff ll oo ww ee rr ss   aa nn dd   pp ll aa nn tt ss ..   

bb ..   GG ii vv ee   aa nn   ee xx aa mm pp ll ee   oo ff   hh oo ww   cc ee rr tt aa ii nn   mm uu ss ii cc   aa ff ff ee cc tt ss   tt hh ee   mm oo oo dd   oo ff   mm oo vv ii ee ss ..   
 
 
 
Submitted by: Erin Kiley 
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HHHHHHHHiiiiiiiissssssssttttttttoooooooorrrrrrrryyyyyyyy        ////////        SSSSSSSSoooooooocccccccciiiiiiiiaaaaaaaallllllll        SSSSSSSScccccccciiiiiiiieeeeeeeennnnnnnncccccccceeeeeeee,,,,,,,,        GGGGGGGGrrrrrrrraaaaaaaaddddddddeeeeeeeessssssss        55555555--------88888888 

 
 

Early civilizations, such as Mesopotamia and Egypt, developed along rivers. 
 

a. Identify two ways that rivers helped early people develop stable communities. 
b. Describe how each development led eventually to the rise of a highly-developed 

culture. 
 
Submitted by: Therese Goulet 

 
There were many civilizations that flourished along the shores of the Mediterranean Sea 
starting about 3500 B.C. 
 

a. On the map below, locate Mesopotamia, Egypt, Israel, Phoenicia, Crete, Greece,  
and Rome. 

b. Explain how the invention of the sail helped to advance the spread of ideas and 
inventions from one culture to another in this area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

a. Describe the religious beliefs of the ancient Egyptians.   
b. Give one specific detail about their beliefs about death, the afterlife,  

mummification, and the role of at least one Egyptian god. 
 

Questions 21 - 22 submitted by: Ed McTigue 
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Timeline of Mesopotamia’s Empires 
 
The world’s first empire arose in Mesopotamia c. 2334 when Sargon of Akkad 
conquered all of the region’s city-states, tore down their walls, and marched 
to the Persian Gulf where, legend has it, he washed his sword in the water to 
symbolize his victory over all Sumer.  Other mighty rulers and their sons also 
claimed control of the region during the next 1500 years.  They inclcluded 
Hammurabi of Babylonia (1792 B.C.), Tiglath-Pileser III of the New Assyrian 
Empire (744 B.C.), and Shamshi-Adad of Assyria.  There were also times 
when the region was controlled by invaders from surrounding mountains,  
including the Hittites (1600 B.C.) and the Kassites (c. 1500 B.C.). 

 
 

a. Use the information from the selection to make a timeline showing the important dates in 
chronological order. 

b. Explain why historians use the abbreviation “c.” before some dates. 
 
 
 
 

Ear ly Rel ig ions 
 
 

a. Define polytheism and monotheism. 
b. Select one ancient civilization that practiced polytheism and describe how daily life was 

affected by this belief. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Questions 23 - 24 submitted by: Therese Goulet 
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 26 

 
 
 

Egypt’s Social Pyramid 
 

 
Egyptians were famous for their 
magnificent pyramids.  Their social 
structure, too, might look like a pyramid, 
with the pharaoh at the apex and 
farmers and slaves forming the base.  
Others included government officials, tax 
collectors, scribes, priests, members of 
the royal family, nobility, artisans, and 
laborers. 

 
 

a. Make a pyramid that places social groups in the correct order by social rank. 
b. How is the Egyptian social pyramid similar to modern American social order? 
c. How is it different? 

 
 
 

Athens and Sparta 
 

Athens and Sparta were two city-states in ancient 
Greece that developed very different values and 
cultures.  These differences can be seen in their 
governmental, educational, and military systems, as 
well as in the patterns of daily life and their 
achievements. 

 
•  Compare and contrast Athenian and Spartan cultures. 

 
Questions 25 - 26 submitted by: Therese Goulet 
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TTTTTTTT hhhhhhhheeeeeeee         GGGGGGGG oooooooo llllllll ddddddddeeeeeeeennnnnnnn         AAAAAAAA ggggggggeeeeeeee         oooooooo ffffffff         GGGGGGGGrrrrrrrr eeeeeeee eeeeeeee cccccccc eeeeeeee         
  

PP ee rr ii cc ll ee ss   ii ss   rr ee mm ee mm bb ee rr ee dd   aa ss   AA tt hh ee nn ss ’’   mm oo ss tt   oo uu tt ss tt aa nn dd ii nn gg   ll ee aa dd ee rr ..     
UU nn dd ee rr   hh ii ss   ll ee aa dd ee rr ss hh ii pp ,,   AA tt hh ee nn ss   ee nn jj oo yy ee dd   pp ee aa cc ee   aa nn dd   pp rr oo ss pp ee rr ii tt yy ,,   
ww hh ii cc hh   ii ss   kk nn oo ww nn   tt oo dd aa yy   aa ss   tt hh ee   ““ GG oo ll dd ee nn   AA gg ee   oo ff   AA tt hh ee nn ss .. ””     
PP ee rr ii cc ll ee ss   hh aa dd   tt hh rr ee ee   mm aa jj oo rr   gg oo aa ll ss   ff oo rr   tt hh ee   cc ii tt yy -- ss tt aa tt ee ::   pp rr oo tt ee cc tt ii oo nn ,,   
bb ee aa uu tt ii ff ii cc aa tt ii oo nn ,,   aa nn dd   tt hh ee   ss tt rr ee nn gg tt hh ee nn ii nn gg   oo ff   dd ee mm oo cc rr aa cc yy ..     PP ee rr ii cc ll ee ss   
pp rr oo tt ee cc tt ee dd   AA tt hh ee nn ss   bb yy   bb uu ii ll dd ii nn gg   bb aa rr rr ii cc aa dd ee ss   tt oo   tt hh ee   ss ee aa ,,   kk nn oo ww nn   aa ss   
tt hh ee   ““ LL oo nn gg   WW aa ll ll ss ,, ””   aa nn dd   bb yy   bb uu ii ll dd ii nn gg   aa   pp oo ww ee rr ff uu ll   nn aa vv yy ..     HH ee   mm aa dd ee   
AA tt hh ee nn ss   tt hh ee   mm oo ss tt   bb ee aa uu tt ii ff uu ll   cc ii tt yy   ii nn   tt hh ee   ww oo rr ll dd   bb yy   bb uu ii ll dd ii nn gg   nn ee ww   
pp uu bb ll ii cc   bb uu ii ll dd ii nn gg ss   aa nn dd   tt ee mm pp ll ee ss ,,   ii nn cc ll uu dd ii nn gg   tt hh ee   AA cc rr oo pp oo ll ii ss   aa nn dd   tt hh ee   
PP aa rr tt hh ee nn oo nn ..     PP aa rr ii cc ll ee ss ’’   tt hh ii rr dd   gg oo aa ll ,,   ss tt rr ee nn gg tt hh ee nn ii nn gg   dd ee mm oo cc rr aa cc yy ,,   
ww aa ss   aa cc cc oo mm pp ll ii ss hh ee dd   bb yy   ss pp rr ee aa dd ii nn gg   pp oo ww ee rr   mm oo rr ee   ee vv ee nn ll yy   bb ee tt ww ee ee nn   rr ii cc hh   
aa nn dd   pp oo oo rr ..     AA ss   mm aa nn yy   aa ss   22 00 ,, 00 00 00   cc ii tt ii zz ee nn ss   ww ee rr ee   gg oo vv ee rr nn mm ee nn tt   
ee mm pp ll oo yy ee ee ss ..     TT hh ee ss ee   ll ee ss ss   cc oo uu ll dd   aa ff ff oo rr dd   tt oo   hh oo ll dd   oo ff ff ii cc ee   aa nn dd   hh aa vv ee   
tt hh ee ii rr   vv oo ii cc ee ss   hh ee aa rr dd ..     UU nn dd ee rr   PP ee rr ii cc ll ee ss ,,   AA tt hh ee nn ss   ww aa ss   cc oo nn ss ii dd ee rr ee dd   
tt hh ee   ““ SS cc hh oo oo ll   oo ff   GG rr ee ee cc ee ,, ””   aa   cc ee nn tt ee rr   ff oo rr   aa rr tt ,,   ll ii tt ee rr aa tt uu rr ee ,,   aa nn dd   ii dd ee aa ss ..   

 
•  Use details from the selection to write a one-paragraph, imaginary account of what life 

was like for the average citizen of Athens under Pericles’ rule. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by: Therese Goulet 
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Greek Contributions to Western CivilizationGreek Contributions to Western CivilizationGreek Contributions to Western CivilizationGreek Contributions to Western Civilization    
 

The Greek civilization has been called the starting 
point of Western Civilization.  Contributors included 
Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Pythagoras, Thales, 
Thucydides, Aristarchus, Homer, Aristophones, 
Ptolemy, and Herodotus, to name a few. 
 

a. Choose one of the Greek contributors from the list above. 
b. Describe the contribution that he made to Western Civilization. 
c. Explain how this contribution has helped to shape our modern culture. 

 
Submitted by: Therese Goulet 

 
 
AA nn   ee nn dd oo ww mm ee nn tt   oo rr   dd oo nn aa tt ii oo nn   hh aa ss   jj uu ss tt   bb ee ee nn   gg ii vv ee nn   tt oo   aa nn   ee ll ee mm ee nn tt aa rr yy   
ss cc hh oo oo ll   ii nn   aa   ff aa rr mm ii nn gg   cc oo mm mm uu nn ii tt yy   tt oo   bb uu ii ll dd   aa nn   aa dd dd ii tt ii oo nn ..     TT hh ee   oo nn ee   cc oo nn dd ii tt ii oo nn   
uu nn dd ee rr   ww hh ii cc hh   tt hh ee   ee nn dd oo ww mm ee nn tt   ww aa ss   mm aa dd ee   ww aa ss   tt hh aa tt   ii ss   mm uu ss tt   bb ee   uu ss ee dd   ff oo rr   
oo nn ee   oo ff   tt hh ee   ff oo ll ll oo ww ii nn gg   cc ll aa ss ss rr oo oo mm   tt yy pp ee ss ::   
  
••   AA   ww oo oo dd ww oo rr kk ii nn gg   ss hh oo pp   ww ii tt hh   tt oo oo ll ss   tt oo   bb uu ii ll dd   ii tt ee mm ss   ff rr oo mm   cc ll oo cc kk ss   tt oo   

kk ii tt cc hh ee nn   cc aa bb ii nn ee tt ss   
••   AA   ss ee ww ii nn gg   rr oo oo mm   cc oo mm pp ll ee tt ee   ww ii tt hh   22 55   ii nn dd ii vv ii dd uu aa ll   ss ee ww ii nn gg   mm aa cc hh ii nn ee ss   
••   AA   cc oo mm pp ll ee tt ee   kk ii tt cc hh ee nn   ww ii tt hh   mm oo dd ee rr nn   aa pp pp ll ii aa nn cc ee ss   aa nn dd   tt oo oo ll ss ..   

  
YY oo uu   hh aa vv ee   bb ee ee nn   aa ss kk ee dd   tt oo   ss ii tt   oo nn   aa   cc oo mm mm ii tt tt ee ee   tt hh aa tt   hh aa ss   bb ee ee nn   ff oo rr mm ee dd   tt oo   
cc hh oo oo ss ee   ww hh ii cc hh   tt yy pp ee   oo ff   cc ll aa ss ss rr oo oo mm   tt oo   bb uu ii ll dd ..       

••   CC hh oo oo ss ee   oo nn ll yy   oo nn ee   aa nn dd   dd ii ss cc uu ss ss   ww hh yy   ii tt   ww oo uu ll dd   bb ee   tt hh ee   mm oo ss tt   
pp rr aa cc tt ii cc aa ll   ff oo rr   tt hh ii ss   pp aa rr tt ii cc uu ll aa rr   ss cc hh oo oo ll ..   

 
 
 
 
 

Submitted by: Karen Patterson 
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YY oo uu   aa rr ee   aa nn   ee ii gg hh tt ee ee nn -- yy ee aa rr -- oo ll dd   mm aa ll ee   aa bb oo uu tt   tt oo   ll ee aa vv ee   hh oo mm ee   tt oo   ff ii gg hh tt   ff oo rr   tt hh ee   
UU nn ii oo nn   dd uu rr ii nn gg   tt hh ee   CC ii vv ii ll   WW aa rr ..     AA ll ll   oo ff   yy oo uu rr   nn ee cc ee ss ss aa rr yy   ss uu pp pp ll ii ee ss   mm uu ss tt   ff ii tt   ii nn   
yy oo uu rr   rr uu cc kk ss aa cc kk ,,   ww hh ii cc hh   ii ss   tt hh ee   ss ii zz ee   oo ff   tt oo dd aa yy ’’ ss   aa vv ee rr aa gg ee   bb rr ii ee ff cc aa ss ee ..       
  

••   II nn   pp aa rr aa gg rr aa pp hh   ff oo rr mm aa tt ,,   ll ii ss tt   tt hh ee   ss uu pp pp ll ii ee ss   yy oo uu   ww oo uu ll dd   tt aa kk ee   aa nn dd   pp rr oo vv ii dd ee     
aa   rr aa tt ii oo nn aa ll ee   ff oo rr   ee aa cc hh   ii tt ee mm   yy oo uu   cc aa rr rr yy   ww ii tt hh   yy oo uu ..   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Submitted by: Karen Patterson 
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II nn   hh ii ss   ff aa mm oo uu ss   GG ee tt tt yy ss bb uu rr gg   AA dd dd rr ee ss ss ,,   AA bb rr aa hh aa mm   LL ii nn cc oo ll nn   ss tt aa tt ee ss     
tt hh aa tt   oo uu rr   gg oo vv ee rr nn mm ee nn tt   ii ss   ““ oo ff   tt hh ee   pp ee oo pp ll ee ,,   bb yy   tt hh ee   pp ee oo pp ll ee ,,     
aa nn dd   ff oo rr   tt hh ee   pp ee oo pp ll ee .. ””       

••   PP rr oo vv ii dd ee   aa nn   ee xx aa mm pp ll ee   oo ff   hh oo ww   tt hh ee   UU .. SS ..   gg oo vv ee rr nn mm ee nn tt   ii ss     
ee aa cc hh   oo ff   tt hh ee ss ee   qq uu aa ll ii tt ii ee ss ..   

  
LL oo oo kk   cc aa rr ee ff uu ll ll yy   aa tt   tt hh ee   tt ww oo   pp ii cc tt uu rr ee ss   oo ff   AA bb rr aa hh aa mm   LL ii nn cc oo ll nn   bb ee ll oo ww ..       
TT hh ee   ff ii rr ss tt   ww aa ss   tt aa kk ee nn   ii nn   11 88 66 00   aa nn dd   tt hh ee   ss ee cc oo nn dd   ii nn   11 88 66 55 ..       

aa ..   CC oo nn tt rr aa ss tt   tt hh ee   tt ww oo   pp ii cc tt uu rr ee ss   aa nn dd   ee xx pp ll aa ii nn   ww hh aa tt   cc oo uu ll dd   aa cc cc oo uu nn tt     
ff oo rr   tt hh ee   dd ii ff ff ee rr ee nn cc ee ss   ii nn   tt hh ee   tt ww oo   pp ii cc tt uu rr ee ss ..       

bb ..   GG ii vv ee   aa tt   ll ee aa ss tt   tt hh rr ee ee   ee xx pp ll aa nn aa tt ii oo nn ss   ff oo rr   tt hh ee   cc hh aa nn gg ee ..   
 

                                                      The presidential candidate in June1860           A careworn president faces the camera for the 
                                                                                                                                last time, April 10, 1865. 

 
 

RR oo bb ee rr tt   FF ..   KK ee nn nn ee dd yy   ss aa ii dd ,,   ““ AA cc tt ss   oo ff   cc oo uu rr aa gg ee   ss hh aa pp ee   hh uu mm aa nn   hh ii ss tt oo rr yy ..       
EE aa cc hh   tt ii mm ee   aa   mm aa nn   ss tt aa nn dd ss   uu pp   ff oo rr   aa nn   ii dd ee aa ll   oo rr   aa cc tt ss   tt oo   ii mm pp rr oo vv ee   tt hh ee   ll oo tt     
oo ff   oo tt hh ee rr ss   oo rr   ss tt rr ii kk ee ss   oo uu tt   aa gg aa ii nn ss tt   ii nn jj uu ss tt ii cc ee ,,   hh ee   ss ee nn dd ss   ff oo rr tt hh   aa   tt ii nn yy     
rr ii pp pp ll ee   oo ff   hh oo pp ee .. ””       

aa ..   GG ii vv ee   aa nn   ee xx aa mm pp ll ee   ff rr oo mm   hh ii ss tt oo rr yy   oo ff   aa nn   aa cc tt   oo ff   cc oo uu rr aa gg ee ..       
bb ..   EE xx pp ll aa ii nn   ii nn   dd ee tt aa ii ll   hh oo ww   tt hh ee   ee xx aa mm pp ll ee   ff ii tt ss   tt hh ee ss ee   qq uu aa ll ii tt ii ee ss ..   

 
 
 
Questions 25 - 27 submitted by: Karen Patterson 
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HHHHHHHHiiiiiiiissssssssttttttttoooooooorrrrrrrryyyyyyyy        ////////        SSSSSSSSoooooooocccccccciiiiiiiiaaaaaaaallllllll        SSSSSSSScccccccciiiiiiiieeeeeeeennnnnnnncccccccceeeeeeee,,,,,,,,        GGGGGGGGrrrrrrrraaaaaaaaddddddddeeeeeeeessssssss        66666666--------88888888        
  

EExxcceerrpptt  ffrroomm  

TThhee  DDiiaarryy  ooff  AAnnnnee  FFrraannkk  
  

AA nn nn ee   FF rr aa nn kk   ww aa ss   bb oo rr nn   ii nn   11 99 22 99   ii nn   GG ee rr mm aa nn yy ..     WW hh ee nn   tt hh ee   NN aa zz ii ss   bb ee gg aa nn   
pp ee rr ss ee cc uu tt ii nn gg   tt hh ee   JJ ee ww ss ,,   ss hh ee   aa nn dd   hh ee rr   ff aa mm ii ll yy ,,   ww hh oo   ww ee rr ee   JJ ee ww ii ss hh ,,   ff ll ee dd   tt oo   HH oo ll ll aa nn dd ..     
TT hh ee nn ,,   dd uu rr ii nn gg   WW oo rr ll dd   WW aa rr   II II ,,   tt hh ee   NN aa zz ii ss   cc oo nn qq uu ee rr ee dd   HH oo ll ll aa nn dd ,,   ss oo   tt hh ii rr tt ee ee nn -- yy ee aa rr -- oo ll dd   
AA nn nn ee ,,   hh ee rr   ff aa mm ii ll yy ,,   aa nn dd   ss oo mm ee   ff rr ii ee nn dd ss   ww ee nn tt   ii nn tt oo   hh ii dd ii nn gg   ii nn   ss oo mm ee   rr oo oo mm ss   aa bb oo vv ee   aa   
ww aa rr ee hh oo uu ss ee   ii nn   AA mm ss tt ee rr dd aa mm ..     AA ff tt ee rr   tt ww oo   yy ee aa rr ss ,,   tt hh ee yy   ww ee rr ee   dd ii ss cc oo vv ee rr ee dd   aa nn dd   tt aa kk ee nn   tt oo   
cc oo nn cc ee nn tt rr aa tt ii oo nn   cc aa mm pp ss ,,   ww hh ee rr ee   tt hh ee   oo nn ll yy   mm ee mm bb ee rr   oo ff   tt hh ee   gg rr oo uu pp   ww hh oo   ss uu rr vv ii vv ee dd   ww aa ss   MM rr   
FF rr aa nn kk ..   

WW hh ii ll ee   ii nn   hh ii dd ii nn gg ,,   AA nn nn ee   kk ee pp tt   aa   dd ii aa rr yy ..     TT hh ee   ff oo ll ll oo ww ii nn gg   ee xx cc ee rr pp tt   ww aa ss   ww rr ii tt tt ee nn   
ss oo oo nn   aa ff tt ee rr   ss hh ee   aa nn dd   hh ee rr   ff aa mm ii ll yy   mm oo vv ee dd   ii nn ..   

  
SSaattuurrddaayy,,  1111  JJuullyy  11994422  

DDeeaarr  KKiittttyy,,  
    DDaaddddyy,,  MMuummmmyy,,  aanndd  MMaarrggoott  ccaann’’tt  ggeett  uusseedd  ttoo  tthhee  ssoouunndd  ooff  tthhee  

WWeesstteerrttoorreenn  cclloocckk  yyeett,,  wwhhiicchh  tteellllss  uuss  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  ddaayy  eevveerryy  qquuaarrtteerr  ooff  aann  hhoouurr..    
II  ccaann..    II  lloovveedd  iitt  ffrroomm  tthhee  ssttaarrtt  aanndd  eessppeecciiaallllyy  iinn  tthhee  nniigghhtt  iitt’’ss  lliikkee  aa  ffaaiitthhffuull  
ffrriieenndd..    II  eexxppeecctt  yyoouu  wwiillll  bbee  iinntteerreesstteedd  ttoo  hheeaarr  wwhhaatt  iitt  ffeeeellss  lliikkee  ttoo  ““ddiissaappppeeaarr,,””  
wweellll,,  aallll  II  ccaann  ssaayy  iiss  tthhaatt  II  ddoonn’’tt  kknnooww  mmyysseellff  yyeett..    II  ddoonn’’tt  tthhiinnkk  II  sshhaallll  eevveerr  
ffeeeell  rreeaallllyy  aatt  hhoommee  iinn  tthhiiss  hhoouussee,,  bbuutt  tthhaatt  ddooeess  nnoott  mmeeaann  tthhaatt  II  llooaatthhee  iitt  hheerree;;  iitt  
iiss  mmoorree  lliikkee  bbeeiinngg  oonn  vvaaccaattiioonn  iinn  aa  vveerryy  ppeeccuulliiaarr  bbooaarrddiinngghhoouussee..    RRaatthheerr  aa  mmaadd  
iiddeeaa,,  ppeerrhhaappss,,  bbuutt  tthhaatt  iiss  hhooww  iitt  ssttrriikkeess  mmee..    TThhee  ““SSeeccrreett  AAnnnneexxee””  iiss  aann  iiddeeaall  
hhiiddiinngg  ppllaaccee..    AAlltthhoouugghh  iitt  lleeaannss  ttoo  oonnee  ssiiddee  aanndd  iiss  ddaammpp,,  yyoouu’’dd  nneevveerr  ffiinndd  ssuucchh  
aa  ccoommffoorrttaabbllee  hhiiddiinngg  ppllaaccee  aannyywwhheerree  iinn  AAmmsstteerrddaamm,,  nnoo  ppeerrhhaappss  nnoott  eevveenn  iinn    
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tthhee  wwhhoollee  ooff  HHoollllaanndd..    OOuurr  lliittttllee  rroooomm  llooookkeedd  vveerryy  bbaarree  aatt  ffiirrsstt  wwiitthh  nnootthhiinngg  

oonn  tthhee  wwaallllss;;  bbuutt  tthhaannkkss  ttoo  DDaaddddyy,,  wwhhoo  hhaadd  bbrroouugghhtt  mmyy  ffiillmm--ssttaarr  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  
aanndd  ppiiccttuurree  ppoossttccaarrddss  bbeeffoorreehhaanndd,,  aanndd  wwiitthh  tthhee  aaiidd  ooff  ppaasstt,,  ppoott,,  aanndd  bbrruusshh,,  II  
hhaavvee  ttrraannssffoorrmmeedd  tthhee  wwaallllss  iinnttoo  oonnee  ggiiggaannttiicc  ppiiccttuurree..    TThhiiss  mmaakkeess  iitt  llooookk  mmuucchh  
mmoorree  cchheeeerrffuull,,  aanndd,,  wwhheenn  tthhee  VVaann  DDaaaannss  ccoommee,,  wwee’’llll  ggeett  ssoommee  wwoooodd  ffrroomm  tthhee  
aattttiicc,,  aanndd  mmaakkee  aa  ffeeww  ccuuppbbooaarrddss  ffoorr  tthhee  wwaallllss  aanndd  ootthheerr  ooddddss  aanndd  eennddss  ttoo  
mmaakkee  iitt  llooookk  mmoorree  lliivveellyy..  
    MMaarrggoott  aanndd  MMuummmmyy  aarree  aa  lliittttllee  bbiitt  bbeetttteerr  nnooww..    MMuummmmyy  ffeelltt  wweellll  

eennoouugghh  ttoo  ccooookk  ssoommee  ssoouupp  ffoorr  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ttiimmee  yyeesstteerrddaayy,,  bbuutt  tthheenn  ffoorrggoott  aallll  aabboouutt  
iitt,,  wwhhiillee  sshhee  wwaass  ddoowwnnssttaaiirrss  ttaallkkiinngg,,  ssoo  tthhee  ppeeaass  wweerree  bbuurrnneedd  ttoo  aa  cciinnddeerr  aanndd  
uutttteerrllyy  rreeffuusseedd  ttoo  lleeaavvee  tthhee  ppaann..    MMrr..  KKoooopphhuuiiss  hhaass  bbrroouugghhtt  mmee  aa  bbooookk  ccaalllleedd  
YYoouunngg  PPeeooppllee’’ss  AAnnnnuuaall..    TThhee  ffoouurr  ooff  uuss  wweenntt  ttoo  tthhee  pprriivvaattee  ooffffiiccee  yyeesstteerrddaayy  
eevveenniinngg  aanndd  ttuurrnneedd  oonn  tthhee  rraaddiioo..    II  wwaass  ssoo  tteerrrriibbllyy  ffrriigghhtteenneedd  tthhaatt  ssoommeeoonnee  
mmiigghhtt  hheeaarr  iitt  tthhaatt  II  ssiimmppllyy  bbeeggggeedd  DDaaddddyy  ttoo  ccoommee  uuppssttaaiirrss  wwiitthh  mmee..    MMuummmmyy  
uunnddeerrssttoooodd  hhooww  II  ffeelltt  aanndd  ccaammee  ttoooo..    WWee  aarree  vveerryy  nneerrvvoouuss  iinn  ootthheerr  wwaayyss,,  ttoooo,,  
tthhaatt  tthhee  nneeiigghhbboorrss  mmiigghhtt  hheeaarr  uuss  oorr  sseeee  ssoommeetthhiinngg  ggooiinngg  oonn..    WWee  mmaaddee  ccuurrttaaiinnss  
ssttrraaiigghhtt  aawwaayy  oonn  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ddaayy..    RReeaallllyy,,  oonnee  ccaann  hhaarrddllyy  ccaallll  tthheemm  ccuurrttaaiinnss,,  
tthheeyy  aarree  jjuusstt  lloooossee  ssttrriippss  ooff  mmaatteerriiaall,,  aallll  ddiiffffeerreenntt  sshhaappeess,,  qquuaalliittyy,,  aanndd  
ppaatttteerrnn,,  wwhhiicchh  DDaaddddyy  aanndd  II  sseewweedd  ttooggeetthheerr  iinn  aa  mmoosstt  uunnpprrooffeessssiioonnaall  wwaayy..    
TThheessee  wwoorrkkss  ooff  aarrtt  aarree  ffiixxeedd  iinn  ppoossiittiioonn  wwiitthh  ddrraawwiinngg  ppiinnss,,  nnoott  ttoo  ccoommee  ddoowwnn  
uunnttiill  wwee  eemmeerrggee  ffrroomm  hheerree..  
    TThheerree  aarree  ssoommee  llaarrggee  bbuussiinneessss  pprreemmiisseess  oonn  tthhee  rriigghhtt  ooff  uuss,,  aanndd  oonn  tthhee  

lleefftt  aa  ffuurrnniittuurree  wwoorrkksshhoopp;;  tthheerree  iiss  nnoo  oonnee  tthheerree  aafftteerr  wwoorrkkiinngg  hhoouurrss  bbuutt  eevveenn  
ssoo,,  ssoouunnddss  ccoouulldd  ttrraavveell  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  wwaallllss..    WWee  hhaavvee  ffoorrbbiiddddeenn  MMaarrggoott  ttoo  ccoouugghh  
aatt  nniigghhtt,,  aalltthhoouugghh  sshhee  hhaass  aa  bbaadd  ccoolldd,,  aanndd  mmaakkee  hheerr  sswwaallllooww  llaarrggee  ddoosseess  ooff    
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ccooddeeiinnee..    II  aamm  llooookkiinngg  ffoorrwwaarrdd  ttoo  TTuueessddaayy  wwhheenn  tthhee  VVaann  DDaaaannss  aarrrriivvee;;  iitt  wwiillll  

bbee  mmuucchh  mmoorree  ffuunn  aanndd  nnoott  ssoo  qquuiieett..    IItt  iiss  tthhee  ssiilleennccee  tthhaatt  ffrriigghhtteennss  mmee  ssoo  iinn  tthhee  
eevveenniinnggss  aanndd  aatt  nniigghhtt..    II  wwiisshh  lliikkee  aannyytthhiinngg  tthhaatt  oonnee  ooff  oouurr  pprrootteeccttoorrss  ccoouulldd  
sslleeeepp  hheerree  aatt  nniigghhtt..    II  ccaann’’tt  tteellll  yyoouu  hhooww  oopppprreessssiivvee  iitt  iiss  NNEEVVEERR  ttoo  bbee  aabbllee  ttoo  ggoo  
oouuttddoooorrss,,  aallssoo,,  II’’mm  vveerryy  aaffrraaiidd  tthhaatt  wwee  sshhaallll  bbee  ddiissccoovveerreedd  aanndd  sshhoott..    TThhaatt  iiss  
nnoott  eexxaaccttllyy  aa  pplleeaassaanntt  pprroossppeecctt..    WWee  hhaavvee  ttoo  wwhhiissppeerr  aanndd  ttrreeaadd  lliigghhttllyy  dduurriinngg  
tthhee  ddaayy,,  ootthheerrwwiissee  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  iinn  tthhee  wwaarreehhoouussee  mmiigghhtt  hheeaarr  uuss..  
    SSoommeeoonnee  iiss  ccaalllliinngg  mmee..  
                      YYoouurrss,,  AAnnnnee  

  
  

aa ..   UU ss ee   tt hh ee   ii nn ff oo rr mm aa tt ii oo nn   yy oo uu   hh aa vv ee   rr ee aa dd   tt oo   dd ee ss cc rr ii bb ee   tt hh ee   kk ii nn dd   oo ff   pp ee rr ss oo nn   AA nn nn ee   ii ss ..   
bb ..   DD ee ss cc rr ii bb ee   AA nn nn ee ’’ ss   ff ee ee ll ii nn gg ss   aa ss   ww ee ll ll   aa ss   ss pp ee cc ii ff ii cc   dd ee tt aa ii ll ss   aa bb oo uu tt   ww hh aa tt   ss hh ee   hh ee aa rr dd   

aa nn dd   ss aa ww   ww hh ii ll ee   ll ii vv ii nn gg   ii nn   tt hh ee   AA nn nn ee xx ee ..   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
Submitted by: Erin Kiley 
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SSSSSSSScccccccc iiiiiiii eeeeeeeennnnnnnncccccccc eeeeeeee         aaaaaaaannnnnnnndddddddd        TTTTTTTTeeeeeeee cccccccchhhhhhhhnnnnnnnnoooooooo llllllllooooooooggggggggyyyyyyyy ,,,,,,,,         GGGGGGGGrrrrrrrraaaaaaaaddddddddeeeeeeee ssssssss        55555555--------77777777        
 

Open-Response Questions: 
 

Many fossils have been discovered in the southwestern region of the United States. 
Scientists have determined that much of this area was covered at one time by a 
great shallow area.  In New England, however, it is much more difficult to find 
evidence of fossil remains. 

 
a. Describe the process by which most fossils are made and preserved. 
b. Explain two reasons why fossils would be more likely to be found in the  

American Southwest than in New England. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You have been asked to design and build a bluebird house that will be placed on the 
meadow nature trail.  After you research bluebird housing requirements, you realize 
that bluebirds must have a house with a 1 ¼” opening with a light-colored exterior that 
is able to be cleaned after the brood has fledged and placed in an open area with at 
least 50 feet separating it from any neighboring bluebird houses. 

 
a. Make a list of materials needed to build this birdhouse. 
b. Make a list of tools that you will need to build this birdhouse. 
c. Draw and label a birdhouse design.  Remember to label your measurements. 
d. Make a placement diagram showing where you will place your birdhouse in 

the meadow. 
 
 
 
 

 
Questions 29-30 submitted by: Ed McTigue 
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            CC oo mm pp aa rr ee   aa nn dd   cc oo nn tt rr aa ss tt   GG aa ll ii ll ee oo ’’ ss   aa nn dd   AA rr ii ss tt oo tt ll ee ’’ ss   tt hh ee oo rr ii ee ss     
            aa bb oo uu tt   tt hh ee   uu nn ii vv ee rr ss ee ,,   ii tt ss   cc ee nn tt ee rr ,,   aa nn dd   ii tt ss   oo rr bb ii tt aa ll   pp aa tt tt ee rr nn ss ..       
  

••   PP rr oo vv ii dd ee   aa tt   ll ee aa ss tt   tt ww oo   ss ii mm ii ll aa rr ii tt ii ee ss   aa nn dd   tt ww oo   dd ii ff ff ee rr ee nn cc ee ss ..   
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First Steps to the Moon 
                                                            by Alan B. Shephard, Jr. 

 
Shortly after 4:00 a.m., suited up, I departed Hangar S with 

Douglas and Gus Grissom for the launch pad.  We rode in a transfer van 
that was like a cramped cattle car.  The van stopped at the launch pad, 
and I stepped out into a strange world of glaring floodlights and banshee 
wails from a breeze blowing across the super-cold fuel lines.  I looked up, 
for the moment overwhelmed by the gleaming blue-white lights.  Then I 
began the final walk toward the gantry elevator. “Up” was six stories 
above me.  I stopped for one more look at the awesome beauty of the 
Redstone booster with its Mercury spacecraft.  They had an air of 
expectancy about them.  I watched plumes of vapor venting from the liquid 
oxygen tank and thought: “I never again will see this rocket.”  I moved into 
the elevator.  The door closing behind me was an unplanned signal for 
applause and cheering by the men and women who’d worked day and 
night, always under the shadow of the Russian boosters, to start 
America’s own high road into space.  I turned and waved to the launch 
team.  I had the strangest feeling I was taking them along with me.  I 
started to call out to them, but the words chocked in my throat.  Then Bill 
Douglas handed me a box of Crayolas.  “Just so you’ll have something to 
do up there,” he said. 

Soon I was in the sterile White Room that surrounded the capsule 
that would take me out of the world.  John Glenn greeted me with the 
word that everything was ready.  We gripped hands, and then I began the 
squeeze into the spacecraft.  The name Freedom 7 had been painted on 
the capsule’s side.  My choice.  Freedom because it was patriotic.  Seven 
because it was the seventh Mercury capsule produced.  It also 
represented the seven Mercury astronauts.  It was six feet wide at the 
base of the ablative heat shield.  Once I was shoehorned into it and all the 
suit connections were completed, I could move my eyeballs and not much 
more.  For this flight, NASA had placed a parachute chest pack on a small 
ledge inside the capsule.  The only time I could use it would be if, after my  
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main parachute had opened, something went wrong that required an 
emergency exit.  Then I’d have to clip on the chest pack, open the hatch, 
and wriggle my way out.  The chute was along so that if the fight came 
apart, no one could say the pilot never had a means of escape.  Settled in, 
I saw a small notice attached to the instrument panel: No Handball 
Playing in Here.  Glenn looked through the hatch and grinned.  I handed 
the notice back to him.  They readied the hatch.  I Glenn the thumbs-up. 
“See you soon.” 

Behind Glenn the gantry crew shouted good-bye.  “Happy landings, 
Commander!”  The hatch closed. 
 
 

II nn   hh ii ss   ee xx cc ee rr pp tt ,,   AA ll aa nn   SS hh ee pp aa rr dd   ss tt aa tt ee dd   tt hh aa tt   hh ee   ff ee ll tt   aa ss   tt hh oo uu gg hh   hh ee   ww aa ss   tt aa kk ii nn gg   
oo tt hh ee rr   pp ee oo pp ll ee   aa ll oo nn gg   ww ii tt hh   hh ii mm   oo nn   hh ii ss   tt rr ii pp ..   

••   CC ii tt ii nn gg   ss pp ee cc ii ff ii cc   ee xx aa mm pp ll ee ss   ff rr oo mm   tt hh ee   tt ee xx tt ,,   ee xx pp ll aa ii nn   ww hh aa tt   hh ee   mm ee aa nn tt   aa nn dd   
hh oo ww   hh ee   dd ii dd   tt hh ii ss ..   
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 If 5,000 raffle tickets were sold for a trip, 
and you bought one of those raffle tickets, what 
would be your chances of winning the trip?  If 
the second prize in the raffle were a TV/stereo 
entertainment center, and you bought ten 
tickets, what would be your chances of winning 
the entertainment center? 
 Gauging the likelihood of your winning the 
trip involves the mathematics of probability.  
To the mathematician, one form of probability is 
expressed in a percentage that represents the 
frequency with which one event takes place in 
relation to the alternatives.  Knowing the 
probability of a certain event’s occurring 
assists insurance companies in establishing 
rates for car insurance, manufacturers in spot-
checking the quality of goods, and pollsters in 
predicting the outcome of elections. 
 You use probability every time you flip a 
coin or play cards.  And you can use probability 
to determine your chances of winning that trip. 
 If you bought one raffle ticket, you have one 
chance out of 5,000 of winning the trip.  This 
is equal to 1/5,000 or a 0.02% chance – not very 
good.  With  10 raffle tickets you would 
expect your chances to increase.  Let’s examine 
how much they increase.  With 10 tickets out of 
the 5,000 tickets sold, your chances are 10/5000 
or 0.2% -- still not very good.  Not until you 
had purchased 1,000 of the 5,000 raffle tickets 
would you have even a 20% chance of winning that 
trip. 
 Now, let’s look at your chances for winning 
the second prize.  Because one ticket of the 
5,000 had already been drawn for the trip, only  
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4,999 raffle tickets remain for the 
entertainment center drawing.  You own 10 of 
these 10,499 tickets.  The probability that you 
will win the entertainment center is 10/4,999, 
or slightly more than 0.2%. 
 Of course, these laws of chance do not 
exclude a stroke of good luck.  The do prove, 
though, that you have only a remote chance of 
being consistently lucky or unlucky. 
 
 
 

aa ..   II nn   yy oo uu rr   oo ww nn   ww oo rr dd ss ,,   ee xx pp ll aa ii nn   ww hh aa tt   tt hh ee   mm aa tt hh ee mm aa tt ii cc aa ll   tt hh ee oo rr yy   oo ff   
pp rr oo bb aa bb ii ll ii tt yy   ii ss ..   

bb ..   UU ss ee   tt hh ee   ss ee ll ee cc tt ii oo nn   tt oo   cc ii tt ee   ss pp ee cc ii ff ii cc   ee xx aa mm pp ll ee ss   oo ff   ii tt ss   ii mm pp oo rr tt aa nn tt   
rr oo ll ee   ii nn   ss oo cc ii ee tt yy   tt oo dd aa yy ..   
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