Wachusett Regional High School

2008 Summer Reading Sampler

Wachusett Regional High School encourages students to read and to explore the world of words. We believe that by reading, young people will become better readers, better students, and better people. Reading opens our eyes to new worlds, opens our lives to new experiences, and opens our minds to new ideas. And when we find the right book, reading is fun.

Our aim with this list is to cultivate and nurture real readers who develop the practices and habits that real readers use. Our aim is not to punish students or to give them tests to make sure they have read. What kind of reader brings a book to the beach with the idea of taking a test on that book in the fall? There is one requirement, however, and it applies to incoming Grade 9 honors students. Those students must read Lord of the Flies and complete the assignment outlined at the bottom of this list. Reading this book will allow these students to become familiar with literary elements that are an integral part of the honors curriculum.

We encourage students to read and to share their reading with family and friends. We hope they will think about their reading, discuss their reading, and then pick up another book and read some more. To help our students continue on the path of reading, WRHS teachers and students suggest the following sample of books as worthy investments of time this summer.

Real-Life Adventures and

Other True Stories

Into Thin Air by Jon Krakauer: The author, commissioned to write a magazine article about the growing trend of tourists climbing Mount Everest, was on hand to chronicle the deadliest season ever at the world’s tallest mountain. Several groups of climbers were caught in an unexpected storm, and eight climbers died.

In Cold Blood by Truman Capote: Subtitled “The True Story of a Multiple Murder and Its Consequences,” this novel is the true story of a vicious murder that shattered a community. Masterfully written, it questions the definition of evil. (SR)

Life on the Mississippi by Mark Twain: The author of The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn recounts his days as a young man becoming a riverboat pilot on the Mississippi River in pre Civil War America.

The Overachievers by Alexandra Robbins: The author follows a group of high-achieving students at an upper middle class high school as the students deal with the stresses of finishing high school and getting accepted at a prestigious college. (SR)

Fast Food Nation by Eric Schlossinger: A look inside the American obsession with ever-larger portions of food and the effect of these calories on people. (SR)
Bringing Down the House: The Inside Story of Six M.I.T. Students Who Took Vegas for Millions by Ben Mezrich: The adventures of several M.I.T. students who were recruited to go to Las Vegas and other gambling 


sites and “beat the house.” Probability is discussed in detail using a story that is action-packed. The suspense is in whether the group gets caught.

Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in America by Barbara Ehrenreich: A writer tries to live on the wages from unskilled jobs in three different U.S. locations. The book is a real eye-opener regarding the working poor in America. Many of the situations can be related to current living costs.

Issues of Today

Sleeping Freshmen Never Lie by David Lubar: A student decides to socially “sleep” so that he doesn’t have to deal with his troubles. (SR)

The Boy Who Was Raised as a Dog by Bruce D. Perry and Maia Szalavitz: A child psychiatrist relates some stories about children who survived traumatic upbringings. (SR)

Books about Sports

The Iowa Baseball Confederacy by W.P. Kinsella: The film, Field of Dreams, was based on this book. Part baseball history, part family drama, part fantasy, this novel features great writing and a story that elevates baseball to the realm of myth.

Wait Till Next Year by Doris Kearns Goodwin: A terrific memoir of a girl growing up in Brooklyn and sharing her love of baseball with her dad during the era of the Brooklyn Dodgers.

Friday Night Lights by H.G. Bissinger: The author follows the exploits of the Permian High School Panthers as they struggle through the season in football-mad west Texas.

Fall River Dreams by Bill Reynolds: The basketball team at Durfee High School in Fall River, Mass., has won several state championships while rarely sending players to Division 1 schools. One season, Durfee had the best high school basketball player in the country, and the team begins its quest for another state title.

Not-So-Real-Life Adventures 

(Novels and Short Stories)

Lonesome Dove by Larry McMurtry: An American epic, this novel follows two grizzled Texan Rangers as they lead a cattle drive from south Texas to Wyoming in the final days of the western frontier.

Angels and Demons by Dan Brown: This is a detective story about a secret society that wants to destroy the Vatican by using an antimatter bomb. It’s full of cliffhangers, romance, religion, science, murder, and action! (SR) Other recommended books by the same author: Digital Fortress and The DaVinci Code. (SR)

Flatland: A Romance of Many Dimensions by Edwin A. Abbot: A work of fiction set in Victorian England in which geometric shapes occupy a 2 dimensional world. 

The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien: In this prequel to the majestic Lord of the Rings trilogy, hobbit Bilbo Baggins embarks on an uncharacteristic adventure with a band of dwarves, and finds things both amazing and terrifying. (SR)
One Way or Another by Peter Cameron: Many of the offerings in this collection of short stories have teen or young adult protagonists. The stories are quick reading and offer a vivid picture of contemporary life.

Summer by Edith Wharton: This novella is a classic romance with a 17-year-old protagonist eager to leave her sheltered life in a tiny Massachusetts town in the early 1900s.

The Gunslinger by Stephen King: The Wild West meets science fiction with a little magic thrown in. Also by Stephen King, Salem’s Lot has Dracula visiting a small town in Maine in this, the second novel by this mega-million selling author. 

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows by J.K. Rowling: The final installment of the fabulous series of the boy/teen wizard. If you haven’t read the earlier installments, you might try Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone (Book 1 in the series) or Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix (Book 5).
Welcome to the Monkey House by Kurt Vonnegut: A collection of short stories that are part science fiction, part whimsy, and part commentary on the modern world. Other works that readers might enjoy by this iconoclastic author, are Slaughterhouse Five and Player Piano.

Catch-22 by Joseph Heller: This satiric World War II novel focuses on an Air Corps pilot caught between the horrors of war and the stringent dictates of military bureaucracy. It’s hard to tell which is worse.

Other Perspectives

Black Ice by Lorene Cary: This is the author’s memoir of her experience as a black female, first a student and later a teacher, at St. Paul’s School in New Hampshire, a “celebrated all-male educational stronghold of America’s rich and socially secure.” This book is both a coming-of-age story and an eye-opening account of race and gender in America today.

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou: In this memoir, the American poet Toni Morrison recounts growing up poor and displaced in Arkansas during the middle part of the 20th century. (SR)

ATTENTION ENGLISH 9 HONORS STUDENTS:  All students entering English 9 Honors are required to read Lord of the Flies by William Golding and to write a composition of approximately 300 words responding to one of the prompts below. A simple plot summary is not acceptable.

1. Compare one or more aspects of this novel to something in your own life.

Or,

2. Pretend you are stranded on a deserted island with one character from the novel. Which one would you pick and why?

Mail the paper, no later than Friday, August 23, to English Coordinator, Wachusett Regional High School, 1401 Main Street, Holden, MA  01520. WRHS can provide copies of the novel (ask at the main office during the summer recess), but students are encouraged to buy their own copies.

(SR) denotes a book recommended by a student. Thanks to all WRHS students and teachers who contributed their suggestions.

